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And while you’ve got your calendar out, before you 
know it, it will be time for Peppertree’s

8th annual Spaghetti Dinner!
Saturday, November 15th from 5pm to 7:30pm

Take-out begins at 4:30 pm

Cohoes Multi-Service Senior Citizen Center, Inc. 
10 Cayuga Plaza, Cohoes, NY.

$12 for adults, $5 for children, 
children 5 and under eat for free!

Meals include spaghetti with meat sauce, 
meatballs and sausage, fresh Italian bread,

Caesar salad, beverage and homemade dessert.

Vegetarian marinara or pesto option also available. 

Won’t you join us?

			   SAVE THE DATE! 
	 				    Please join us Sunday, September 14th at Cook Park’s Sharon 

Pavilion in the Village of Colonie for our annual Alumni Picnic to 
celebrate Peppertree dogs! You do not need to have a Peppertree 

dog, or any dog, to attend. All are welcome at this event.

There will be good food and fun from noon to 3pm - Chef 
Grimaldi’s famous grilled chicken, homemade veggie burgers, 

hamburgers, hot dogs, and many delicious sides - plus homemade apple crisp for dessert! And if 
you have not had a chance to stop by a clinic and gotten some of our great new Peppertree shirts           

or merchandise, they will be available there as well.

Just $12 for adults, $5 for children, and $30 for a family 
package of two adults and two children. While RSVPs are not 
necessary, they are appreciated. Just e-mail ptalumnipicnic@
peppertree.org and let us know if you are coming, and if you 

would like the vegetarian option. This helps us plan!

Not sure where Cook Park is? Directions are available here: 
http://www.colonievillage.org/youth/index.htm



We have mentioned in past newsletters that the 
Doris Day Animal Foundation (DDAF) has awarded 
Peppertree several grants to help us help provide 
proper veterinary care prior to dogs prior to being 
placed in adoptive homes. Stella is one of the many 
dogs whose medical expenses were paid for in part by 
funds received from the DDAF. 

Stella
Written by Matt and Mary H., Foster Parents

Peppertree, with financial help from The DDAF, rescues dogs 
of good temperament. Breed, size, age and health are irrelevant 
to us. If it’s a good dog we say “yes”, and believe it when we tell 
you that Stella was a good dog.

But Stella, a gorgeous three year old St. Bernard, was in very 
rough shape. She had a torn ACL, heartworm disease and was 
grossly overweight. At one point she was even scheduled for 
euthanasia until a caring veterinarian convinced her owners to 
seek help from a rescue group. Peppertree gladly took her, but 
it would be quite some time before she would be anywhere 
near adoptable. 

Stella needed to be in a calm and accessible environment as 
she went through all her vetting. We came across her lovable 
mug on the Peppertree Facebook page, as the call went out to 
find her a suitable foster home. We had adopted before from 
Peppertree, and were now considering fostering. Our whole 
family fell in love with Stella, and jumped at the chance of 
opening our home and our hearts to this gentle giant. 

Stella came home with us and immediately started her 
heartworm treatment. We also put her on a strict diet because 

at 150 pounds she needed to lose at least 30 pounds. We had 
to wait until Stella completed her heartworm injections before 
we could schedule the ligament surgery. At times it was tough 
because the injections took a lot out of her, and Stella was not 
the type of dog to stay still. We made her as comfortable as we 
could, and limited her activity as much as we could, too, as 
heartworm treatment protocol requires. 

After the heartworm was treated, she then faced TPLO surgery 
for the torn ligament in her back leg. Surprisingly, Stella was 
back up on her feet fairly soon with a towel as a makeshift 
sling to help her stand when she had to go to the bathroom. 
We slowly introduced more activity as her leg healed. Through 
it all Stella was an angel, plain and simple, even with all the 
injections and surgery. We had heard that the surgery might 
involve long nights with supervision, but Stella was a great 
patient. She even enjoyed the follow-up visits to the vet and 
surgeon.

After 6 months in our home Stella was thinner, healthy and 
ready for adoption. She loved everyone - kids, cats, and dogs 
alike. She followed us everywhere, and would love to just sit 
right next to people, grabbing any attention she could get. She 
would probably jump on your lap if allowed. She was definitely 
hard to let go, and we even toyed with the idea of keeping her. 
But such a love bug deserved someone who had more time for 
her. 

Stella then became a TV star, appearing on Steve Caporizzo’s 
Pet Connection. Steve showed her off and gave adoption 
information. The calls and adoption applications for Stella 
flooded in but it was hard to say who would be the right home 
for her. 

One application stood out from the rest. Paulette, a recently 
widowed retiree, had been waiting for the right dog to be her 
treasured companion. She recently lost her last St. Bernard, 
Nicholas. She drove down to see Stella at our home right away. 
It was love at first sight – for her and for Stella. The big gal 
immediately jumped onto the couch to sit with Paulette while 
we talked, melting into her like she had known her all her life. 
She even went for a quick walk and was ready to jump into the 
back of her car.

The rest, as they say, is history. Now Stella enjoys long walks 
and occasional ice cream with her new mom, along with all the 
love and attention she could possibly want. Oh, and of course, 
lots of cuddle time!

Paulette puts it this way: “Stella has fit right in with my 
grandkids and friends. Now I can join with my friends and 
their dogs as they attend concerts in the park or just nice walks 
on one of local bike trails.”

Stella Financials: Vet costs, $5,010, after adoption fee, cost to 
Peppertree $4,810.

Editor’s note: You can read about more dogs helped by the DDAF 
on their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DDAF.org

www.peppertree.orgwww.peppertree.org 7

Thank you, DDAF!
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Peppertree Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 2396,  

Albany, NY 12220

Foster Homes Needed
Please . . . consider opening up your 

heart and home to one of our dogs or 
puppies for a few days or weeks to give 

them a chance at a new life.

We have to turn away many animals in need 
because of a shortage of foster homes.

Most of our dogs are fostered before being placed, so if you 
own a Peppertree dog, your pet probably benefitted from 
the kindness of one or multiple foster home volunteers. 

Won’t you show another dog or pup the  
same kindness?

 

To subscribe to the Peppertree Post,
visit http://www.peppertree.org/newsletters. 

To correct an address or unsubscribe,
please email rescue@peppertree.org  with

 “Peppertree Post correction” in the subject.

Dear Lester,
My condolences on your unfortunate choice of snack foods and subsequent 
vet visit.  Now is the season for gardening and plants are flourishing indoors 
and outside. Here is a list of the most common plants which are toxic or 
poisonous to cats and dogs:

Azalea/rhododendron, tulip/narcissus bulbs, amaryllis, chrysanthemum, 
English ivy, schefflera, begonia, cyclamen,  daffodil, and hosta.

Please warn your canine  friend about the dangers of nibbling on plants. 
Many of these look wonderful and even taste good but they should never be 
eaten. 

Your feline friend, 
Jennyanydots
Jennyanydots is a 14 year old grey tabby who unfortunately has had to live 
with numerous large canines. She currently resides with Teddy the Lab, 
three male cats who she affectionately refers to as the Three Stooges, and 
Patrice and Marty O’Connor.

Dear Jenny,
I am a five year old indoor cat. I do love the 
taste of outdoors and this spring I ate a piece 
of my mom’s English Ivy plant. I had a bad 
stomachache  and mom had to bring me to the 
vet’s office. Could you please research harmful 
plants so I don’t make this mistake again? I have 
a young mixed breed dog friend named Malcolm 
who also likes to sample plants outside and I’d 

   like to share this list with him also.

Yours With Purrs, Lester


