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Directions

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Mix pumpkin, molasses, vegetable oil, and water together in 
a bowl.

Add the whole wheat flour, baking soda, baking powder and 
cinnamon to the mixture and stir until dough softens.

Scoop out small spoonfuls of dough and roll into balls on 
your hands (wet hands work best).

Set the balls onto a lightly greased cookie sheet and flatten 
with a fork.

Bake approximately 25 minutes until dough is hardened.

Store in an air-tight container and place in the freezer. Allow 
the treat to thaw 10 to 20 minutes before feeding to your dog. 
Treats will last up to 4 months in freezer.

Bone Appetit!

Healthy Pumpkin Balls

This snack is not only delicious, but is 
also filled with fiber, Vitamin A, beta-
carotene, potassium, and iron.

Ingredients

•	 1/2 cup canned pumpkin
•	 4 tbsp molasses
•	 4 tbsp water
•	 2 tbsp vegetable oil
•	 2 cups whole wheat flour
•	 ¼ tsp baking soda
•	 ¼ tsp baking powder
•	 1 tsp cinnamon (optional)

MISS MOLLY
by Rich Rini

Miss Molly’s original family loved her dearly, but they were 
getting on in age and had 
to move into an apartment 
which did not allow 
pets.   Not to worry, they 
had a new home all lined 
up for Molly.   But that 
arrangement fell through 
at the very last minute. 
Not knowing what to do, 
they hid the dog in the 
apartment and frantically 
called Peppertree for help. 
 
Our evaluators immediately 
swung into action.   They 
met the family and the 
dog, and quickly came to the conclusion that Molly was a 
dog that we could help. The family was quite relieved, and 
you could say Molly was rescued from the apartment! She 
was placed with long-time Peppertree foster mom Pat T. and 
made the usual trip to the vet for a check-up and any needed 
vaccinations.  Except for an ear infection she was in good health. 
 
Soon afterward, Miss Molly was adopted, and that should be 
the end of the story, except a few days later, during the 2 week 
trial period, Molly injured herself.  It was a torn ACL, and Miss 
Molly was returned to Peppertree.  Molly would need some pretty 
major surgery.  Thanks to our grant from the Doris Day Animal 
Foundation we were able to pay for all the care that Molly needed. 
 

Molly went back to Pat’s home and Pat cared for her during 
the wait for her operation. And it 
was during this time that Molly got 
to meet her patron saint, Sharon B. 
 
Sharon’s first rescue dog, Kahlua, 
had passed away at the age of 15, 
and she felt it was time to welcome 
another dog into her home. She 
regularly checked the Peppertree 
website and noticed that Miss 
Molly had a strong resemblance to 
Kahlua. She just had to meet her.  It was love at first sight and 
Sharon agreed to adopt Molly as soon as her operation was 
complete and even care for her during her recuperation. Molly 
had her operation and left the animal hospital with Sharon. 
 
Sharon says, “I found it very rewarding to help Molly through 
her pain. I think it was what I needed to heal from the loss 
of Kahlua. I love Molly and I believe that the recuperation 
time together helped us bond very quickly. She is a wonderful 
dog and I am so happy that I found her. I am so grateful to 
Peppertree for letting me adopt her. Molly is so funny and 
playful. She loves her daily walks at the park and loves to run 
around the yard, throwing her toys around. My granddaughter 
loves her! She and I are very happy together.”
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Animal Rescue Story: 
Ernest Finds a Forever Home
by Peggy Frezon as submitted to Chewy.com

Our first senior dog rescue was 11 years old when we adopted 
him. I shook my head and told my husband, “He’ll break our 
hearts.” 

My husband looked at me and said, “But he needs us.”

So we adopted the sad, skin-and-bones Golden Retreiver, 
named him Brooks, and fell in love with him. And sure 
enough, he broke our hearts -- but not before filling them with 
love and joy.

B r o o k s 
helped us 
find our 
mission—to 
give a loving 
home to 
abandoned 
s e n i o r 
G o l d e n s . 
We’ve loved 
and lost a few. Then this May, Peppertree Rescue contacted us 
about a 9-year-old Golden who lived in deplorable conditions. 
Did we want him? We’d just lost two senior dogs. Could we 
open our hearts up to such pain again?

The answer was clear.

We sent Brooks’ story to Chewy.com, and in addition to 
publishing it, Chewy.com sent Ernest a box of goodies, and 
they also sent Peppertree   Rescue, the amazing rescue group 
from which we adopted Ernest, Brooks, and our other dogs, a 

big box of two dog beds, toys, Kongs, and treats to share with 
foster dogs in their care.

Last spring Ernest was diagnosed with cancer. He had surgery. 
He passed his TDI test and now helps people with cancer and 
others. He’s doing great! He’s now 3 months cancer-free!

Thank you to Chewy.com for all they do to share stories of our 
love for our pets, and for recognizing the great rescue groups 
that help make families complete. Thank you, Peppertree, for 
helping us find Ernest, who has filled our home with so much 



Peppertree Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 2396,  

Albany, NY 12220

Foster Homes Needed
Please . . . consider opening up your 

heart and home to one of our dogs or 
puppies for a few days or weeks to give 

them a chance at a new life.

We have to turn away many animals in need 
because of a shortage of foster homes.

Most of our dogs are fostered before being placed, so if you 
own a Peppertree dog, your pet probably benefitted from 
the kindness of one or multiple foster home volunteers. 

Won’t you show another dog or pup the  
same kindness?

 

To subscribe to the Peppertree Post,
visit www.peppertree.org/newsletters. 
To correct an address or unsubscribe,

please email rescue@peppertree.org  with
 “Peppertree Post correction” in the subject.
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Heartfelt thanks 
to all who contributed to our annual Holi-
day Appeal! We love receiving the pictures 
and notes of Peppertree alumni that often 
accompany the donations, and we mean it 
sincerely when we say 
we couldn’t accomplish 
all we do without your 
steadfast support.


