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What do we do?

Rescue dogs of good temperament who need new homes
Cooperate with and assist other rescues,
shelters, and animal control Educate the public about how to obtain a companion animal.

A New

old male dog. They would play in the fenced yard and
run, chase, box, and leap at each other. He really liked
being outside so a fenced yard became a requirement for
him, and he had a very strong prey drive so he could not
go to a forever home that included cats.

Job

After about 4 weeks Boo was ready to be put up on the
Peppertree website for adoption. He was heavier, stronger, and house trained. Boo had learned basic commands
and had learned he had his own bowl of food. Since he
had been starved it was hard for him to wait and only eat
out of his bowl, but he did.

For A
great

Dog
By Jeri Eaton

October 25, 2011
Booth came to Peppertree Rescue from an overcrowded
Washington County Animal Control where he had been
found as a stray. His ribs were showing and he had obviously had trouble finding food before being captured.
He was under the care of Shaker Veterinary Hospital for
five days, and they estimated him to be about one year
old.
Booth came to live with his foster family on October
30th, and in keeping with the Halloween holiday his
name was shortened to “Boo”. At first, Boo was having
accidents in the house, he wanted to chase their cat, and
was into everything. However, Boo is true to the German Shepherd Dog breed and is very intelligent. It did
not take him long to learn the house rules: eat only out
of your dish, do not chase the kitty, and go potty outside.

November 27
After interviewing several prospective adopters, Boo
was placed with a single man who had previously had
German Shepherds and lives on a farm with no cats.
Boo, an active “talker”, kept his new owner entertained
on the way to the farm. Boo bonded with his new
owner quickly and followed him everywhere. He took
over the bath mat when his human was in the shower
and he tried to take over the bed. Boo wanted to be so
close that he took most of the bed so the man chased
him off and onto the floor where Boo promptly took

In addition to being underweight, he was Lyme positive,
had sores on his body and one hind leg did not track
well. Boo was put on puppy food, given medication for
Lyme, and the sores were treated. His foster family’s
two German Shepherds were in charge of helping Boo
build muscle mass. Boo loved to play with their 3 year
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over the bedspread. Boo quickly became too protective of his owner and would not let visitors in or out
of the house. It was very apparent that Boo would not
be a companion dog; he was a dog that needed a job.
December 8
Booth came back to his foster family for re-evaluation. He continued to impress his foster family with
his manners; he rode nicely in the car and never barked
at other dogs, walkers, or bicyclists. But when he became part of a family and felt he “owned” a place, he
would protect against anyone that entered the house
or yard to the point where he would bite when there
was no threat. He was also a danger to the foster’s cat.
There were concerns that with his high level of protectiveness, he may have to be euthanized.
The foster family contacted Rich Kranick, the owner
of the “Happy Dog Pet Hotel”, which is where they
board their dogs. Rich is an officer with the Rotterdam
Police Department. He agreed to board Boo for Peppertree, and offered to contact his fellow officers to see
if Boo could become a K-9 dog.

December 19
Schenectady County Sheriff’s Department evaluated
Boo at the Happy Dog Pet
Hotel twice. The first time
was in the rain for about 30
minutes in the kennel’s large
fenced-in area. They did
mostly play: chasing a toy
and retrieving. He did well.
The second time they took
him over to Albany State.
He walked well on the slippery floors, rode well on
the elevator. They felt he was raw but was workable!
Everyone at Peppertree was just as excited as his foster
family that Boo (now named Diesel) had found a job!!!
No one wanted his life to end at such a young age.
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By Rich Rini

In 2010, the Doris Day Animal Foundation (DDAF)
awarded Peppertree a $6,000 grant to help offset
the costs incurred in placing 20 homeless dogs
with new families. The DDAF was particularly interested in helping seniors, both dogs and adopters. Since Peppertree has no bias in placing
dogs with senior citizens, and since Peppertree
has always found room in its program for older
dogs we had no difficulty in complying with the
wishes of the DDAF.
Peppertree worked diligently throughout the year
and reported successful adoptions to the DDAF
on a regular basis. The staff at Doris Day were
so impressed by the work of the Peppertree volunteers that in 2011 they renewed the grant, this
time to the tune of $7,500. Peppertree thanks
everyone at the DDAF for helping us continue our
work in saving the lives of dogs of good temperament no matter age, breed or physical condition.
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by Patrice O’Connor
Spring is here!! Ah, the beautiful smells of lilac, roses and
fresh cut grass are in the air, and suddenly another familiar scent starts burning your nostrils! We’ve all smelled
the smelly smell of something horribly SMELLY when our
black and white stinky friends come out of hibernation to
forage for food and a find a mate.
Unfortunately, many dogs like to investigate skunks, usually at dusk or at night. A skunk will spray when it feels
threatened, and the dog usually gets sprayed in the face
and on the chest. Below is a solution that you can make
at home which works well to neutralize the skunk oil on
the dog, and it can also be used on anything else that
has skunk oil on it. It’s a good idea to have these supplies on hand at home. You may still smell the skunk
oil after one application of the solution, so re-apply as
needed. The “recipe” is for a medium-sized dog—double
it for a large dog.

1 quart of 30% hydrogen peroxide
¼ cup of baking soda
1 teaspoon of dog or
baby shampoo
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Peppertree is involved in a large-scale rescue of
Golden Retrievers and Golden mixes and will probably be receiving some of the dogs in the future.
The rescue was carried out by a fellow Golden rescue program, Delaware Valley Golden Retriever
Rescue. Peppertree’s role in the rescue was vital
because it was known that some of the dogs were
mixes, and breed-specific groups can usually place
only a limited number of mixes. With our cooperation, they were able to bring back all of the dogs
they were able to capture. Should any of the Golden
mixes wind up coming to our program, they will be
posted with our other available dogs on our website,
www.Peppertree.org/adoptlist.php.

Booth/Diesel seemed to have a connection with holidays. He arrived at Halloween, was placed in a new
home over the Thanksgiving holidays, and became a
K-9 officer at Christmas.

Peppertree Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 2396, Albany, NY 12220
Voice-Mail (518) 435-7425
rescue@peppertree.org | www.peppertree.org

Large Scale Golden Rescue

LUCIA
Lucia Perfetti Clark is a volunteer we simply won’t allow to leave Peppertree! For the past six years she
has been the editor of the Peppertree Post. Prior
to taking on this task, Lucia established the Fundraising Committee and served as its chair. She has
also fostered some of the most interesting (but challenging) dogs. Many of us particularly remember
Carly! When her job took her out of the area, her
commitment to Peppertree led her to take on the
job of newsletter editor as a long distance volunteer.
She moved the newsletter from three to four issues
a year, and frequently wrote articles for the paper.
Peppertree cannot thank Lucia enough for her contribution to this important task. We wish her all the
best in the future, and whether she is in this area or
not, want her to know that she will always be a part
of the Peppertree family.

Mix together and apply to the sprayed areas. You will
see the solution foam when it hits the skunk oil. Let it
stand for five minutes
and rinse thoroughly.
If the skunk spray is
on the dog’s face, use
a washcloth dipped in
the solution and rub it
into the sprayed area.
Be careful not to get
the solution in the dog’s
eyes or mouth. The solution may lighten the
fur color of some dogs.
Be sure to discard all
of the solution when you are finished and do not store it.
We sincerely hope that you never have to use this!!!
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Happy Spring!
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P ESOS for P EPPERTREE
MEXICAN RADIO
goes to the DOGS!
by Alissa Barnett

Sunday
M a r c h 25th

When a child talks about his birthday, nor-

mally you hear about the cake, the toys and the
friends who came. It is not common to hear
about dogs. But if you asked Dean and Keston
about their birthday, dogs are what you would
hear about.
In January, friends Dean and Keston had a
dual birthday party. They invited their friends
and they had a cake, but they did not ask for
the types of gifts you would think of when you
think of 10-year-old boys. They asked for collars, leashes, dog treats and had a canister to collect money. No, they are not opening up their
own pet store, these young men decided that
they wanted to use their birthday to help dogs,
Peppertree dogs in particular.
These presents were delivered to Peppertree at
our February 4th clinic at the Capital Agway in
Brunswick. They included almost 30 collars and
leashes, toys, treats and $212 in cash. We were
delighted by their generosity, and touched at the
time the boys spent going around and meeting
all the dogs they helped. (Sorry you could not
take the big guy Jeter home with you, boys!)
We were also impressed with their patience as
they posed for pictures with a group of camerashy dogs.
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noon-8 pm

Mexican Radio
When you hear of this kind of generosity you
often look to the parents to find out how much
was their influence. Dean and Keston’s mothers
are proud to admit they had no part in the inspiration for the party. The boys had seen a similar
idea on a television program and decided that
was what they wanted to do themselves. Fresh
off the holiday overload of toys and electronics
that accompanies December, it is wonderful to
met boys like Dean and Keston, who decided
that they had enough and wanted to use their
birthdays to help a group that is always in need.
Peppertree wants to thank Dean and Keston,
their parents, and all their friends who brought
presents or donations for our dogs. We appreciate the gift more than you know, and we appreciate the chance to be introduced to new family
and friends in such a delightful way.

www.peppertree.org

537 Warren st.
HUDSON, NY

* 25% of every meal sold will benefit Peppertree Rescueto save and find homes for wonderful dogs! * Enjoy
delicious food, drink, and great company! * also serving
vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free meals.

Peppertree Rescue Inc.
PO Box 2396
Albany, NY 12220
(518) 435-7425

Rescue@peppertree.org

www.peppertree.org

Peppertree Volunteer Spotlight
Meet: Donna Burdick
Occupation:

I am now retired but for over 30 years I taught at the
elementary school level. I currently work part time
at the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute doing admissions.
How long have you been volunteering with Peppertree, and what are your Volunteer Roles?

I became a volunteer for Peppertree shortly after the
group was formed in 1998. Now, as the Secretary
on the Board of Directors, I maintain the database
of applicants, acknowledge donations, and send
letters notifying people when donations are made
in their honor or in memory of a loved one. My
husband and I also foster dogs when we are able.
Name and Breed of dogs in your family? We have 2

Golden Retrievers, Gilly almost 5 and Oliver almost
2 yrs.

Any other animals in the home?

No, we just have our 2 boys.

How or why did you come to be a Peppertree volunteer?

I was a member of a breed-specific rescue group
through which I met Betsy Sommers. When she and
David Sawicki left that group to form Peppertree I
decided to join them because I think any dog with a
good temperament deserves to have a home.
What surprised you the most about rescue once
you became more involved?

Aside from the sheer numbers of dogs in need, I
think I was most surprised to discover that there are
so many people willing to volunteer their time and
talents and work very hard to help find homes for
those dogs.
Do you have a favorite breed? If so what is it?

Golden Retrievers are my favorite breed. Generally I
prefer the sporting, working and herding breeds but
I do love all dogs.
What is your favorite activity to do with your
dog(s)?

We go for lots of long walks together but when we are
home we play. Our Goldens love to chase balls and
also enjoy the few pieces of agility equipment that we
have put outside for them. We’ll never make it on the
trial circuit but we surely do have fun!
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Does one Peppertree Dog stick out in your mind?

There are so many dogs that stand out in my memory; I really can’t single out any one dog. All are
former foster dogs and in many cases I have able to
keep in touch with their new families and be a part of
their new lives. I really enjoy getting updates and
seeing pictures of those dogs as time goes by.
What is your favorite thing about Peppertree
Rescue? It’s been said before but I’ll repeat it. The

people in this group are very special, hard working
and dedicated volunteers who find time around their
work and family obligations to take on various
tasks. We could never accomplish all we do if the
whole group didn’t work together so well.

Pose a question for the next person in the volunteer spotlight.

Have you ever been or considered becoming a foster
failure? Why or why not.

www.peppertree.org

continued on page 8
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Peppertree Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 2396,
Albany, NY 12220

Foster Homes Needed
Please consider opening up your
heart and home to one of our dogs
or puppies for a few days or weeks to
give them a chance at a new life.
We have to turn away many animals
in need because of a shortage of foster
homes.
Most of our dogs are fostered before being placed, so if
you own a Peppertree dog, your pet probably benefitted from the kindness of one or multiple foster home
volunteers.

Peppertree Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 2396, Albany, NY 12220
rescue@peppertree.org
www.peppertree.org
A Rescue For Dogs Of Good Temperament

Won’t you show another dog or pup the
same kindness?

